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Acknowledgement of University and Hospital support is a requirement for all research
studies. Researchers need to take every opportunity to appropriately acknowledge
when publishing or presenting the results of research that has benefitted in any way
from University and Hospital support. Research activity is a criterion to which more
and more attention is being paid. Research databases are being used to provide
objective indicators of research activity and publications, patent applications and
University and Hospital involvement. By not identifying support, is has a very real
possibility of disadvantaging the University, Hospitals, and our research community
with respect to external support, particularly from provincial agencies. The lack of
recognition is also a detriment to fundraising activities that serve to enhance support for
research infrastructure.

Researchers must disclose all relationships that could be viewed as presenting a
potential conflict of interest when publishing or presenting research studies. Disclosure
of these relationships is also important in connection with editorials and review articles,
because it is can be more difficult to detect bias in these types of publications than in
reports of original research.

Increasingly, research studies are being funded through private sector and foundations,
government, and other granting and funding agencies. The conditions of the funding
have the potential to bias and otherwise discredit the research performed. Researchers
have an ethical obligation to submit creditable research results. Researchers need to
describe the role of the study sponsor(s), if any, in study design, in collection, analysis,
and interpretation of data, in the writing of the report, and in the decision to submit the
report for publication. If the supporting source had no such involvement, researchers
should so state.

The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) now requires, as a
condition of consideration for publication, registration of all clinical trials in a public
trials registry. The registration of trials must occur at or before the onset of subject
enrollment into any clinical trial. For more information consult the Clinical Trials
Registry (hyperlink) section.
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